
K ars t  L andf o r ms 

A  Hand i wor k  o f  G o d 



Sh i l i n (⽯林) N at i on a l  Pa r k 
located in Yi Autonomous County, Yunnan, China 

• Also known as Stone Forest  (⽯ = stone / 林 = forest) 

• Listed as a UNESCO World Natural Heritage site in 2007 

• About 56 miles from Kunming, the capital city of Yunnan 
Province 

• Considered by some to be the First Wonder of the World 

• Unique KARST landforms spread over ~155 sq. miles 



K ars t   
• Karst is an area of land made up of limestone 

• As rainwater seeps into limestone rock, limestone slowly 
erodes 

• Karst landscapes can be worn away from the top or 
dissolved from a weak point inside the rock 



Wh at  i s  L ime s t one 
(Geology.com) 

• Limestone is a sedimentary rock composed primarily of 
calcite, a calcium carbonate mineral (CaCO3). 

• Usually a biological 
sedimentary rock, 
forming from the 
accumulation of 
shell, coral, algal, 
fecal, and other 
organic debris.  

• Can be formed by 
chemical 
sedimentary 
processes, such as 
the precipitation of 
calcium carbonate 
from lake or ocean 
water. 

https://geology.com/rocks/sedimentary-rocks.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/calcite.shtml
https://geology.com/minerals/


Ho w  K ars t  Fo r ms 
(WorldAtlas.com) 

 

• Interestingly, this diagram does not show certain features 
that you will see later in this presentation 



Whe re  c an  we  f i nd  K ars t 
(WorldAtlas.com) 

• This presentation presents some of the spectacular Karst 
landforms found in the South China Karst 



So u t h  Ch i n a  K ars t  



Sh i l i n (⽯林) N at i on a l  Pa r k 

• Shilin is part of a larger karst called South China Karst, 
covering 3 provinces: Guangxi, Guizhou and Yunnan 

• It is called Stone Forest because the limestone rocks stood 
tall like towering trees 



“Sc ie n t i f i c”  e x p l an at i on 

• The area was a shallow Yunnan-Guizhou Sea about 270 
million years ago 

• Extensive deposits of sandstone overlain by limestone (during 
the carboniferous period of the Paleozoic era) 

• Region was uplifted when the Eurasian plate collided with 
the Indian plate (nearby Kunming is 6,332 ft. above sea level) 

• Wind and water erosion shaped them into today’s features 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone


AIG’s Jo u r ne y o f Unde rs t and i ng 
• In speaking to similar landforms in Madagascar, AIG said: 

“Tsingy… a karst formation… dissolves easily… heavy 
rains and seeping water carved caves after the Flood… 
cave roofs caved in, leaving 200-foot-high spires.… rain 
further eroded and sharpened the limestone into these 
monstrous teeth.” 

• The weakness with this understanding is that the process of 
caverns being dissolved by weak carbonic acid (found in ground 

water) requires thousands/millions of years 

• More recent research shows rapid cave formation was likely 
achieved by sulphuric acid, formed by the oxidation of 
hydrogen sulfide in hydrothermal water, as in the case of 
Guadaloupe Mountains  (in southeastern New Mexico & west Texas) 



So u t h Ch i n a K ars t 
extracted from Shilin.com.cn 

• Marine fossils are abundant in Stone Forest karst 



So u t h Ch i n a K ars t s  
A time for  

Edmund’s personal collections of photographs 

 





K ars t 
Personal photo collection  
of the South China Karst  



K ars t 
A creationist’s conclusion 

• Karst is formed by massive calcium deposits from corals and 
mollusks, etc., destroyed in the oceans during and after the 
flood. A testament of how rich the oceans were, at least in 
coral and mollusk populations, etc., before the global flood 

• A testament that Noah’s flood did cover all the high hills – 
limestone ‘pillars’ formed from marine organisms ended up in 
high-altitude Yunnan-Guizhou plateau (nearby Kunming is 6,234 
feet above sea level) 

• Stone Forest ‘pillars’ and karst mountains were formed 
rapidly because they were formed without layers or mixed 
with a variety of other rocks 

• Rapid karst cave formations can now be explained by 
erosion caused by sulphuric acid, formed by the oxidation of 
hydrogen sulfide in hydrothermal water 

Genesis 7:11 (NKJV) In the six hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 


